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This is a work of synthesis on a large scale that is the fruit of the widest 
reading of many books and articles. Due to considerations of length, 
I have decided to place this bibliography here online. Each section is 
based on a few key works, many of them recently published. In this 
selective bibliography, I have listed those key works by section and 
subject.
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Sima Qian’s Recordings of the Great Historian, Cassius Dio’s Roman 
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History of the World.
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Yuval Noah Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, London 2011
Joseph Henrich, The Weirdest People in the World: How the West Became 
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Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, Princeton 1967
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Gwynne Dyer, The Shortest History of War, London 2022
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(August 2019), pp. 355–78

David Graeber and David Wengrow, The Dawn of Everything: A New 
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Yuval Noah Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, London 2011
Jan Lucassen, The Story of Work: A New History of Humankind, New 

Haven 2020
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Nicola Crusemann and others (eds), Uruk: The First City of the Ancient 

World, Los Angeles 2019
Leonard W. King, A History of Sumer and Akkad: An Account of the Early 

Races of Babylonia from Prehistoric Times to the Foundation of the Baby-
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Marc Van De Mieroop, King Hammurabi of Babylon: A Biography, Oxford 
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and-medical-texts-reveal-griefs-universals
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Enheduanna
Inspired by tweets by Moudhy al-Rashid quoting Stefan Nowicki, 

‘Women in Early Mesopotamian Royal Inscriptions’, https://www.
asor.org/anetoday/2020/07/women-mesopotamia-inscriptions/ 

Egypt
Trevor Bryce, Letters of the Great Kings of the Ancient Near East: The Royal 

Correspondence of the Late Bronze Age, London 2003
Kara Cooney, The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut’s Rise to Power 

in Ancient Egypt, London 2015
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Kara Cooney, When Women Ruled the World: Six Queens of Egypt, London 
2018 

Joyce Tyldesley, Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh, London 1996
Joyce Tyldesley, Nefertiti: Egypt’s Sun Queen, London 1999
William L. Moran (ed.), The Amarna Letters, Baltimore 1987
Ian Shaw (ed.), The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, Oxford 2000
Marc Van De Mieroop, A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford 

2007
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Trevor Bryce, Warriors of Anatolia: A Concise History of the Hittites, 

London 2009 

Houses of Hattusa and Rameses
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Kara Cooney, When Women Ruled the World: Six Queens of Egypt, London 
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Aidan Dodson and Dyan Hilton, The Complete Royal Families of Ancient 
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Salima Ikram, Ancient Egypt: An Introduction, Cambridge 2009
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Marc Van De Mieroop, King Hammurabi of Babylon: A Biography, Oxford 
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Gareth Brereton (ed.), I Am Ashurbanipal, King of the World, King of 
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Thurstan Shaw, ‘The Nok Sculptures of Nigeria’, Scientifi c American, 

vol. 244, no. 2 (February 1981), pp. 154–67 
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Corinne Debaine-Francfort, The Search for Ancient China, London 1999
Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic 

Power in East Asian History, Cambridge 2002
John Keay, China: A History, London 2009 
Michael Loewe and Edward L. Shaughnessy (eds), The Cambridge History 

of Ancient China: From the Origins of Civilization to 221 bc, Cambridge 
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Yin Shoufu, ‘Rewarding Female Commanders in Medieval China: Offi  -
cial Documents, Rhetorical Strategies, and Gender Order’, Journal of 
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Harold M. Tanner, China: From Neolithic Cultures to the Great Qing 
Empire (10,000 bce–1799 ce), vol. 1: A History: From Neolithic Cultures 
through the Great Qing Empire, (10,000 bce–1799 ce), Indianapolis 
2010

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its 
People, London 2020

Kush
László Török, The Kingdom of Kush: Handbook of the Napatan-Meroitic 

Civilization, Leiden 1997
Derek A. Welsby, The Kingdom of Kush: The Naptan and Meroitic Empires, 

London 1996 

Haxamanis and Alcmaeon: Houses of Persia and Athens

Greece/Persia
Roderick Beaton, The Greeks: A Global History, London 2022
Touraj Daryaee (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History, Oxford 

2012
Irving Finkel, The Cyrus Cylinder: The Great Persian Edict from Babylon, 

London 2021
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Tom Holland, Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the 
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Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, King and Court in Ancient Persia, 559–331, Edin-
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Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, Persians: The Age of the Great Kings, London 2022
Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones and James Robson, Ctesias’ History of Persia: Tales 
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Thomas Mitchel, Athens: A History of the World’s First Democracy, New 
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Albert T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire, Chicago 1948
Robin Waterfi eld, Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens: A History of Ancient 

Greece, Oxford 2018

The Alexandrians and the Haxamanishiya: Eurasian Duel
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Central Asia 
Christopher I. Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road: A History of Central 

Eurasia from the Bronze Age to the Present, Princeton 2009
Barry Cunliff e, The Scythians: Nomad Warriors of the Steppe, Oxford 2019
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René Grousset, The Empire of the Steppes: A History of Central Asia, 
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Roderick Beaton, The Greeks: A Global History, London 2022
John D. Grainger, Seleukos Nikator: Constructing a Hellenistic Kingdom, 
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Donald Kagan, Peloponnesian War, London 2003
F. S. Naiden, Soldier, Priest, and God: A Life of Alexander the Great, Oxford 
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Ian Worthington, Alexander the Great: Man and God, London 2004
Ian Worthington, By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise 

and Fall of the Macedonian Empire, Oxford 2014
Ian Worthington, Philip II of Macedonia, New Haven 2008
Ian Worthington, Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt, Oxford 2016

India
Paul J. Kosmin, The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and 

Ideology in the Seleucid Empire, Cambridge, Mass. 2014 
Mark McClish, ‘Is the Arthaśāstra a Mauryan Document?’, in Patrick 

Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reimagin-
ing Aśoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012, pp. 280–309

Patrick Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reim-
agining Aśoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012 

Upinder Singh, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the 
Stone Age to the 12th Century, London 2016

Richard Stoneman, The Greek Experience of India: From Alexander to the 
Indo-Greeks, Princeton 2019

Romila Thapar, Aśoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford 1961 
Romila Thapar, Early India: From the Origins to ad 1300, London 

2002

Qin/Confucius 
K. E. Brashier and Raymond Dawson (eds), Sima Qian: The First Emper-

or: Selections from the Historical Records, Cambridge 2009
Cai Liang, Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire, New York 

2014
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