Select Bibliography

This is a work of synthesis on a large scale that is the fruit of the widest
reading of many books and articles. Due to considerations of length,
I have decided to place this bibliography here online. Each section is
based on a few key works, many of them recently published. In this
selective bibliography, I have listed those key works by section and
subject.

Introduction

Classic world histories

Herodotos’ Histories, Thucydides’ Peloponnesian War, Polybius’ Histo-
ries, Diodoros Siculus’ Historical Library, Pompeius Trogus’ Philippic
Histories and the Origin of the Whole World and the Places of the Earth,
Sima Qian’s Recordings of the Great Historian, Cassius Dio’s Roman
History, Orosius’ Seven Books of History against the Pagans, Kautilya’'s
Arthashastra, al-Tabari’s History of the Prophets and Kings, al-Masudi’s
The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems, Ibn Miskawayh’s The Ex-
perience of the Nations, Ibn Kathir’s The Beginning and the End, Ibn
Khaldun’s Mugaddimah, Rashid al-Din’s A Compendium of Chronicles,
Ghiyas ad-Din Khwandamir’s Friend of Biographies, Walter Raleigh’s
History of the World.

Essential modern works of world history

David Abulafia, The Boundless Sea: A Human History of the Oceans,
London 2019

David Abulafia, The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean,
London 2011

Tonio Andrade, The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the
Rise of the West in World History, Princeton 2016

Robert Bartlett, Blood Royal: Dynastic Politics in Medieval Europe, Cam-
bridge 2020
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James Belich, Replenishing the Earth: The Settler Revolution and the Rise of
the Anglo-World, 1783-1939, Oxford 2009

James Belich, The World the Plague Made: The Black Death and the Rise of
Europe, Princeton 2022

William Bernstein, A Splendid Exchange: How Trade Shaped the World,
New York 2008

Fernand Braudel, A History of Civilizations, Paris 1963

Carlo M. Cipolla, Guns, Sails and Empires: Technological Innovation and
the Early Phases of European Expansion, 1400-1700, New York 1905

Philip D. Curtin, Cross-Cultural Trade in World History, Cambridge 1984

John Darwin, After Tamerlane: The Rise and Fall of Global Empires,
1400—2000, London 2007

Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, London 1997

Andrew Doig, This Mortal Coil: A History of Death, London 2022

Jeroen Duindam, Dynasties: A Global History of Power, 1300-1800, Cam-
bridge 2016

Gwynne Dyer, The Shortest History of War, London 2022

Niall Ferguson, The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World,
London 2008

Felipe Ferndndez-Armesto, Civilizations: Culture, Ambition, and the
Transformation of Nature, London 2002

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, The Oxford Illustrated History of the World,
Oxford 2019

Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads: A New History of the World, London
2015

Lawrence Freedman, Strategy: A History, Oxford 2013

Michel Foucault, The Order of Discourse, London 1971

Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, London
1979

Francis Fukuyama, End of History and the Last Man, London 1992

Francis Fukuyama, Liberalism and its Discontents, London 2022

David Graeber and David Wengrow, The Dawn of Everything: A New
History of Humanity, London 2021

Yuval Noah Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, London 2011

Joseph Henrich, The Weirdest People in the World: How the West Became
Psychologically Peculiar and Particularly Prosperous, London 2020

Jonathan Holslag, A Political History of the World: Three Thousand Years
of War and Peace, London 2018

Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, Princeton 1967

Stephen Kotkin, Stalin: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928, New York 2014

Stephen Kotkin, Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929—1941, New York 2017
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Steven Johnson, Extra Life: A Short History of Living Longer, New York
2021

David Landes, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some are So Rich
and Some So Poor, London 1998

Dominic Lieven, In the Shadow of the Gods: The Emperor in World Histo-
ry, London 2022

Jan Lucassen, The Story of Work: A New History of Humankind, New
Haven 2020

Jan Lucassen and Leo Lucassen (eds), Globalising Migration History: The
Eurasian Experience (16th—21st Centuries), New York 2011

Margaret MacMillan, War: How Conflict Shaped Us, London 2020

Ian Morris, War: What is it Good For?, London 2014

Ian Morris, Why the West Rules for Now, London 2010

Scott R. Nelson, Oceans of Grain: How American Wheat Remade the
World, New York 2022

Jurgen Osterhammel, Transformation of the World: A Global History of
the Nineteenth Century, Princeton 2015

Yuri Pines, Michal Biran and Jorg Riipke (eds), The Limits of Universal
Rule: Eurasian Empires Compared, Cambridge 2021

James Poskett, Horizons: A Global History of Science, London 2022

J. M. Roberts and Odd Arne Westad, The Penguin History of the World,
London 2014

Adam Rutherford, A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived: The Stories
in our Genes, London 2016

Ira Rutkow, Empire of the Scalpel: The History of Surgery, New York
2022

Walter Scheidel, Escape from Rome: The Failure of Empire and the Road to
Prosperity, Princeton 2019

Walter Scheidel, Peter Bang and Christopher Bayly (eds), The Oxford
World History of Empire, Oxford 2021

James Scott, Against the Grain: A Deep History of the Earliest States, New
Haven 2017

David Stasavage, The Decline and Rise of Democracy: A Global History
from Antiquity to Today, Princeton 2020

Oliver Stuenkel, Post-Western World: How Emerging Powers Are Remaking
Global Order, London 2016

Sofia Thanhauser, Worn: A People’s History of Clothing, London 2022

Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, A Concise History of the World, Cambridge
2015

Ben Wilson, Metropolis: A History of the City, Humankind’s Greatest In-
vention, London 2020
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Peter Zeihan, The End of the World Is Just the Beginning: Mapping the
Collapse of Globalization, New York 2022

Houses of Sargon and Ahmose: Ziggurats and Pyramids

Prehistory

Gwynne Dyer, The Shortest History of War, London 2022

Julia Galway-Witham, James Coles and Chris Stringer, ‘State of the Sci-
ence: Aspects of Human Physical and Behavioural Evolution during
the Last 1 Million Years’, Journal of Quaternary Science, vol. 34, issue 6
(August 2019), pp. 355-78

David Graeber and David Wengrow, The Dawn of Everything: A New
History of Humanity, London 2021

Yuval Noah Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, London 2011

Jan Lucassen, The Story of Work: A New History of Humankind, New
Haven 2020

Mesopotamia

Nicola Crusemann and others (eds), Uruk: The First City of the Ancient
World, Los Angeles 2019

Leonard W. King, A History of Sumer and Akkad: An Account of the Early
Races of Babylonia from Prehistoric Times to the Foundation of the Baby-
lonian Monarchy, New York 2015 (first published 1910)

Marc Van De Mieroop, King Hammurabi of Babylon: A Biography, Oxford
2005

Moudhy al-Rashid, https://psyche.co/ideas/ancient-akkadian-poems-
and-medical-texts-reveal-griefs-universals

Moudhy al-Rashid, ‘Roaming, Malicious, Hooligan Ghosts’, London
Review of Books, vol. 44, no. 2 (277 January 2022)

Enheduanna

Inspired by tweets by Moudhy al-Rashid quoting Stefan Nowicki,
‘Women in Early Mesopotamian Royal Inscriptions’, https://www.
asor.org/anetoday/2020/07/women-mesopotamia-inscriptions/

Egypt

Trevor Bryce, Letters of the Great Kings of the Ancient Near East: The Royal
Correspondence of the Late Bronze Age, London 2003

Kara Cooney, The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut’s Rise to Power
in Ancient Egypt, London 2015

The World - Bibliography V7.indd 4 24/05/2023 10:08



SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 5

Kara Cooney, When Women Ruled the World: Six Queens of Egypt, London
2018

Joyce Tyldesley, Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh, London 1996

Joyce Tyldesley, Nefertiti: Egypt’s Sun Queen, London 1999

William L. Moran (ed.), The Amarna Letters, Baltimore 1987

Ian Shaw (ed.), The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, Oxford 2000

Marc Van De Mieroop, A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford
2007

Hatti
Trevor Bryce, Warriors of Anatolia: A Concise History of the Hittites,
London 2009

Houses of Hattusa and Rameses

Egypt

Kara Cooney, When Women Ruled the World: Six Queens of Egypt, London
2018

Aidan Dodson and Dyan Hilton, The Complete Royal Families of Ancient
Egypt, London 2004

Salima Tkram, Ancient Egypt: An Introduction, Cambridge 2009

Toby Wilkinson, The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt: The History of a Civi-
lisation from 3000 Bc to Cleopatra, London 2010

The Nubian Pharaohs and Great Kings of Ashur:
House Alara versus House Tiglath-Pileser

Babylon

Irving Finkel and Michael Seymour, Babylon: City of Wonders, London
2008

Marc Van De Mieroop, King Hammurabi of Babylon: A Biography, Oxford
2005

Paul Kriwaczek, Babylon, Mesopotamia and the Birth of Civilization,
London 2010

Assyria

Gareth Brereton (ed.), I Am Ashurbanipal, King of the World, King of
Assyria, London 2018
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New Kingdom
Joyce Tyldesley, Egypt’s Golden Empire: The Age of the New Kingdom,
London 2001

Nok
Thurstan Shaw, ‘The Nok Sculptures of Nigeria’, Scientific American,
vol. 244, no. 2 (February 1981), pp. 154-67

Shang China

Corinne Debaine-Francfort, The Search for Ancient China, London 1999

Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic
Power in East Asian History, Cambridge 2002

John Keay, China: A History, London 2009

Michael Loewe and Edward L. Shaughnessy (eds), The Cambridge History
of Ancient China: From the Origins of Civilization to 221 Bc, Cambridge
1999

Yin Shoufu, ‘Rewarding Female Commanders in Medieval China: Offi-
cial Documents, Rhetorical Strategies, and Gender Order’, Journal of
Chinese History, vol. 6, issue 1 (2022), pp. 23—42

Harold M. Tanner, China: From Neolithic Cultures to the Great Qing
Empire (10,000 BCE—1799 CE ), vol. 1: A History: From Neolithic Cultures
through the Great Qing Empire, (10,000 BCE-1799 cE), Indianapolis
2010

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its
People, London 2020

Kush

Laszl6 Torok, The Kingdom of Kush: Handbook of the Napatan-Meroitic
Civilization, Leiden 1997

Derek A. Welsby, The Kingdom of Kush: The Naptan and Meroitic Empires,
London 1996

Haxamanis and Alcmaeon: Houses of Persia and Athens

Greece/Persia

Roderick Beaton, The Greeks: A Global History, London 2022

Touraj Daryaee (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History, Oxford
2012

Irving Finkel, The Cyrus Cylinder: The Great Persian Edict from Babylon,
London 2021
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Herodotos, Histories, London 2003

Tom Holland, Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the
West, London 2006

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, King and Court in Ancient Persia, 559—331, Edin-
burgh 2014

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, Persians: The Age of the Great Kings, London 2022

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones and James Robson, Ctesias’ History of Persia: Tales
of the Orient, Oxford 2010

Thomas Mitchel, Athens: A History of the World’s First Democracy, New
Haven 2015

Albert T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire, Chicago 1948

Robin Waterfield, Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens: A History of Ancient
Greece, Oxford 2018

The Alexandrians and the Haxamanishiya: Eurasian Duel

Greece

Roderick Beaton, The Greeks: A Global History, London 2022

Touraj Daryaee (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History, Oxford
2012

Irving Finkel, The Cyrus Cylinder: The Great Persian Edict from Babylon,
London 2021

Herodotos, Histories, London 2003

Tom Holland, Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the
West, London 2006

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, King and Court in Ancient Persia 559—331, Edin-
burgh 2014

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, Persians: The Age of the Great Kings, London 2022

Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones and James Robson, Ctesias’ History of Persia: Tales
of the Orient, Oxford 2010

Thomas Mitchel, Athens: A History of the World’s First Democracy, New
Haven 2015

Albert T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire, Chicago 1948

Robin Waterfield, Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens: A History of Ancient
Greece, Oxford 2018

Central Asia

Christopher I. Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road: A History of Central
Eurasia from the Bronze Age to the Present, Princeton 2009

Barry Cunliffe, The Scythians: Nomad Warriors of the Steppe, Oxford 2019
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Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads: A New History of the World, London
2015

René Grousset, The Empire of the Steppes: A History of Central Asia,
London 1999

Alexandrians

Roderick Beaton, The Greeks: A Global History, London 2022

John D. Grainger, Seleukos Nikator: Constructing a Hellenistic Kingdom,
London 2014

Donald Kagan, Peloponnesian War, London 2003

F. S. Naiden, Soldier, Priest, and God: A Life of Alexander the Great, Oxford
2019

Robin Waterfield, Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens: A History of Ancient
Greece, Oxford 2018

Ian Worthington, Alexander the Great: Man and God, London 2004

Ian Worthington, By the Spear: Philip 11, Alexander the Great, and the Rise
and Fall of the Macedonian Empire, Oxford 2014

Ian Worthington, Philip II of Macedonia, New Haven 2008

Ian Worthington, Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt, Oxford 2016

India

Paul J. Kosmin, The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and
Ideology in the Seleucid Empire, Cambridge, Mass. 2014

Mark McClish, ‘Is the Arthasastra a Mauryan Document?’, in Patrick
Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reimagin-
ing ASoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012, pp. 280-309

Patrick Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reim-
agining ASoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012

Upinder Singh, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the
Stone Age to the 12th Century, London 2016

Richard Stoneman, The Greek Experience of India: From Alexander to the
Indo-Greeks, Princeton 2019

Romila Thapar, Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford 1961

Romila Thapar, Early India: From the Origins to Ap 1300, London
2002

Qin/Confucius

K. E. Brashier and Raymond Dawson (eds), Sima Qian: The First Emper-
or: Selections from the Historical Records, Cambridge 2009

Cai Liang, Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire, New York
2014

The World - Bibliography V7.indd 8 24/05/2023 10:08



SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 9

Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic
Power in East Asian History, Cambridge 2002

John Keay, China: A History, London 2009

Martin Kern, The Stele Inscriptions of Ch'in Shih-Huang: Text and Ritual
in Early Chinese Imperial Representation, New York 2000

Lothar Ledderose, Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in
Chinese Art, Princeton 2000

Michael Nylan, ‘Han Views of the Qin Legacy and the Late Western Han
“Classical Turn™, Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities, vol.
79 (2013), pp. 51-98

Michael Nylan and Michael Loewe, China’s Early Empires: A Re-appraisal,
Cambridge 2010

Michael Nylan and Thomas Wilson, Lives of Confucius: Civilization’s
Greatest Sage through the Ages, New York 2010

Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe (eds), The Cambridge History of
China, vol. 1: The CWin and Han Empires, 221 BC—AD 220, Cambridge
1987

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its
People, London 2020

The Mauryans and the Qin

Greeks

John D. Grainger, Seleukos Nikator: Constructing a Hellenistic Kingdom,
London 2014

Robin Waterfield, Dividing the Spoils: The War for Alexander the Great’s
Empire, Oxford 2011

Alexandrians

E. R. Bevan, The House of Seleucus, 2 vols, London 1902

Gunther Holbl, A History of the Ptolemaic Empire, London 2001

Robin Waterfield, Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens: A History of Ancient
Greece, Oxford 2018

Ian Worthington, By the Spear: Philip 11, Alexander the Great, and the Rise
and Fall of the Macedonian Empire, Oxford 2014

Ian Worthington, Alexander the Great: Man and God, London 2004

Ian Worthington, Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt, Oxford 2016

India
Charles Allen, Ashoka: The Search for India’s Lost Emperor, London 2012
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Paul J. Kosmin, The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and
Ideology in the Seleucid Empire, Cambridge, Mass. 2014

Nayanjot Lahiri, Ashoka in Ancient India, Cambridge, Mass. 2015

Mark McClish, ‘Is the Arthasastra a Mauryan Document?’, in Patrick
Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reimagin-
ing ASoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012, pp. 280-309

Patrick Olivelle, Janice Leoshko and Himanshu Prabha Ray (eds), Reim-
agining ASoka: Memory and History, New Delhi 2012

Upinder Singh, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the
Stone Age to the 12th Century, London 2016

Richard Stoneman, The Greek Experience of India: From Alexander to the
Indo-Greeks, Princeton 2019

Romila Thapar, Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford 1961

Romila Thapar, Early India: From the Origins to Ap 1300, London
2002

The Barcas and the Scipios: The Houses of Carthage and Rome

Alexandrians

E. R. Bevan, The House of Seleucus, 2 vols, London 1902

Gunther Holbl, A History of the Ptolemaic Empire, London 2001

Paul J. Kosmin, The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and
Ideology in the Seleucid Empire, Cambridge, Mass. 2014

Ian Worthington, Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt, Oxford 2016

Qin/Han

K. E. Brashier and Raymond Dawson (eds), Sima Qian: The First Emper-
or: Selections from the Historical Records, Cambridge 2009

Cai Liang, Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire, New York
2014

Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic
Power in East Asian History, Cambridge 2002

John Keay, China: A History, London 2009

Martin Kern, The Stele Inscriptions of Ch'in Shih-Huang: Text and Ritual
in Early Chinese Imperial Representation, New York 2000

Lothar Ledderose, Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in
Chinese Art, Princeton 2000

Michael Nylan, ‘Han Views of the Qin Legacy and the Late Western Han
“Classical Turn”, Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities, vol.

79 (2013), pp. 51-98
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Michael Nylan and Michael Loewe, China’s Early Empires: A Re-appraisal,
Cambridge 2010

Michael Nylan and Thomas Wilson, Lives of Confucius: Civilization’s
Greatest Sage through the Ages, New York 2010

Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe (eds), The Cambridge History of
China, vol. 1: The Ch'in and Han Empires, 221 BC—AD 220, Cambridge
1987

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its
People, London 2020

Carthage

Dexter Hoyos, Mastering the West: Rome and Carthage at War, Oxford
2015

Eve MacDonald, Hannibal: A Hellenistic Life, New Haven 2015

Richard Miles, Carthage Must be Destroyed: Rise and Fall of an Ancient
Civilisation, London 2010

Rome

Mary Beard, SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome, London 2016

Guy de la Bédoyere, Domina: The Women Who Made Imperial Rome,
London 2018

T. R. S. Broughton, The Magistrates of the Roman Republic, New York
1951

Henri Etcheto, Les Scipions: Famille et pouvoir a Rome a I'époque républic-
aine, Bordeaux 2012

Adrian Goldsworthy, Antony and Cleopatra, London 2010

Adrian Goldsworthy, Augustus: First Emperor of Rome, London 2014

Adrian Goldsworthy, Caesar, London 2007

H. H. Scullard, Scipio Africanus: Soldier and Politician, London 1970

Greg Woolf, Rome: An Empire’s Story, Oxford 2012

Parthia

Michael Axworthy, A History of Iran: Empire of the Mind, London 2008

Touraj Daryaee (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History, Oxford
2012

Homa Katouzian, The Persians: Ancient, Medieval, and Modern Iran, New
Haven 2009

Ehsan Yarshater (ed.), The Cambridge History of Iran, vol. 3(1): The Seleu-
cid, Parthian and Sasanian Periods, Cambridge 1983
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The Han and the Caesars

Rome/Egypt/India trade

Warwick Ball, Rome and the East: The Transformation of an Empire,
London 2000

Cassius Dio, The Roman History: The Reign of Augustus, London 1987

Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads: A New History of the World, London
2015

Pliny the Elder, Natural History, London 1991

Federico de Romanis, The Indo-Roman Pepper Trade and the Muziris
Papyrus, Oxford 2020

Strabo, Geography, London 2020

Ptolemies
Gtuinther Holbl, A History of the Ptolemaic Empire, London 2001

Rome

Mary Beard, SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome, London 2016

Adrian Goldsworthy, Antony and Cleopatra, London 2010

Adrian Goldsworthy, Augustus: First Emperor of Rome, London 2014

Adrian Goldsworthy, Caesar, London 2007

Tom Holland, Dynasty: The Rise and Fall of the House of Caesar, London
2015

Tom Holland, Rubicon: The Last Years of the Roman Republic, London 2003

Arthur Keaveney, Sulla: The Last Republican, London 2005

Adrienne Mayor, The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates,
Rome’s Deadliest Enemy, Princeton 2009

Christian Meier, Caesar: A Biography, London 1996

Robin Seager, Pompey the Great: A Political Biography, Oxford 2002

Barry Strauss, Ten Caesars: Roman Emperors from Augustus to Constan-
tine, New York 2019

Emily Wilson, Seneca: A Life, London 2014

Greg Woolf, Rome: An Empire’s Story, Oxford 2012

Plutarch, Fall of the Roman Republic: Six Lives, London 2006
Cassius Dio, The Roman History: The Reign of Augustus, London 1987
Suetonius, Twelve Caesars London 2007

Kush

Laszl6 Torok, The Kingdom of Kush: Handbook of the Napatan-Meroitic
Civilization, Leiden 1997
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Derek A. Welsby, The Kingdom of Kush: The Naptan and Meroitic Empires,
London 1996

China

John Keay, China: A History, London 2009

Michael Nylan, ‘Han Views of the Qin Legacy and the Late Western Han
“Classical Turn”, Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities, vol.
79 (2013), pp. 51-98

Michael Nylan and Michael Loewe, China’s Early Empires: A Re-appraisal,
Cambridge 2010

Nancy Lee Swan, Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar of China, Ann
Arbor 1932

Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe (eds), The Cambridge History of
China, vol. 1: The Ch'in and Han Empires, 221 BC—AD 220, Cambridge
1987

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its
People, London 2020

Trajans and First Step Sharks: Rome and Tikal

Central Asia

Christopher I. Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road: A History of Central
Eurasia from the Bronze Age to the Present, Princeton 2009

Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads: A New History of the World, London
2015

René Grousset, The Empire of the Steppes: A History of Central Asia,
London 1999

Parthia/Persia/Sasanians

Michael Bonner, The Last Empire of Iran, Piscataway, NJ 2020

Touraj Daryaee, Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire, London
2022

China

Albert E. Dien and Keith N. Knapp (eds), The Cambridge History of China,
vol. 2: The Six Dynasties, 220—589, Cambridge 1986

Cai Liang, Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire, New York
2014

Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic
Power in East Asian History, Cambridge 2002
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John Keay, China: A History, London 2009

B. J. Mansvelt Beck, ‘The Fall of Han’, in Denis Twitchett and Michael
Loewe (eds), The Cambridge History of China, vol. 1: The Ch'in and
Han Empires, 221 BC—AD 220, Cambridge 1986, pp. 31776

Joseph Needham, Science and Civilization in China, vol. 5: Chemistry and
Chemical Technology, Part 9: Textile Technology: Spinning and Reeling,
Cambridge 1988

Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe (eds), The Cambridge History of
China, vol. 1: The Ch'in and Han Empires, 221 BC—AD 220, Cambridge
1986

Michael Wood, The Story of China: A Portrait of a Civilisation and its
People, London 2020

Rome

Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, London 2006

Julian Bennett, Trajan: Optimus Princeps, Bloomington, Ind. 2001

Anthony R. Birley, Hadrian: The Restless Emperor, Abingdon 2003

Anthony R. Birley, Marcus Aurelius: A Biography, London 1993

Cassius Dio, The Roman History: The Reign of Augustus, London 1987

Adrian Goldsworthy, Augustus: First Emperor of Rome, London 2014

Michael Grant, The Antonines: The Roman Empire in Transition, London
1994

Historia Augusta, Cambridge, Mass. 1989

Juvenal, Sixteen Satires, London 1998

Martial, Epigrams, London 1978

Pliny the Younger, Letters, London 2003

Galen
Ira Rutkow, Empire of the Scalpel: The History of Surgery, New York
2022

Maya/Teohuacan

Geoftrey E. Braswell (ed.), The Maya and Teotihuacan: Reinterpreting
Early Classic Interaction, Austin 2003

Michael D. Coe and Stephen Houston, The Maya, London 2015

James L. Fitzsimmons, Death and the Classic Maya Kings, Austin
2009

Matthew Restall and Mara Solari, The Maya: A Very Short Introduction,
Oxford 2020
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Severans and Zenobians: Arab Dynasties

Severans

Leonardo de Arrizabalaga y Prado, ‘Pseudo-eunuchs in the Court of
Elagabalus: The Riddle of Gannys, Eutychianus, and Comazon’, Paper
delivered at the conference ‘“Neither Man nor Woman”: Eunuchs in
Antiquity and Beyond’, University of Wales Institute of Classics and
Ancient History, 26-28 July 1999

Anthony R. Birley, Septimius Severus: The African Emperor, London 1971

Alan K. Bowman, Peter Garnsey and Averil Cameron (eds), The Cam-
bridge Ancient History vol. 12: The Crisis of Empire (AD 193-337),
Cambridge 2005

Brian Campbell, “The Severan Dynasty’, in Alan K. Bowman, Peter
Garnsey and Averil Cameron (eds), The Cambridge Ancient History,
vol. 12: The Crisis of Empire (AD 193—337), Cambridge 2005, pp. 127

Michael Grant, The Severans: The Roman Empire Transformed, London
1996

Historia Augusta, Cambridge, Mass. 1989

Julie Langford, Maternal Megalomania: Julia Domna and the Imperial
Politics of Motherhood, Baltimore 2013

Ronald Syme, Emperors and Biography: Studies in the ‘Historia Augusta’,
Oxford 1971

Palmyran empire
Nathanael Andrade, Zenobia: Shooting Star of Palmyra, Oxford 2018

Constantine/Constantinople

Jonathan Harris, Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium, London 2017
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